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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0182 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINR, ET 

SUBJECT: ERITREAN DEVELOPMENTS 

1. TODAY I EYEBALLED CITY AND ENVIRONS, INCLUDING ALL KAGNEW 
TRACTS. CITY QUIET; MORE PEOPLE THAN IN PAST WEEK ON STREETS; 
SOME VEGETABLES, GRAIN, AND MEAT AVAILABLE IN MARKETS. SHOPS 
LARGELY CLOSED. NO ARMY SEEN EXCEPT FOR OCCASIONAL JEEP WITH 
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POPULACE GENERALLY GRINNED AND WAVED AT SIGHT OF MY FLAG. 

2. STARTING ABOUT 1215 PM, EXPLOSIONS BELIEVED TO BE FROM ARTILLERY 
FIRE, SEEN AND HEARD OUTSIDE OF TOWN IN VICINITY KEREN ROAD 

BY OBSERVERS AT TRACTS B AND TX. 5:00 PM, AIRCRAFT SEEN AND SOUND 
OF EXPLOSIONS, SUGGESTED BOMBING. 

3. A LOCAL SOURCE CALLED CONS OFF AND STATED THAT ONE ETHIOPIAN 
AIR FORCE AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN NORTH OF ASMARA AT ABOUT 5:00 PM. 

HE ALSO SAID THERE NOW RUMBLINGS OF MUTINY AMONG ENLISTED MEN OF 
ETHIOPIAN ARMY. STATED FURTHER, INSURGENTS HAVE DECLARED 48 HR 
CEASEFIRE. DURING WHICH TIME POPULACE COULD GET FOOD SUPPLIES AND 
GIVE THE PMAC OPPORTUNITY TO NEGOTIATE RECOGNITION OF ELF. IF 
RECOGNITION NOT FORTHCOMING, ELF WILL ATTACK STRATEGIC POINTS 
IN ASMARA BEGINNING 12 FEB, SUCH AS AIRPORT AND ETHI MILITARY 
BASES, INCLUDING TRACT E. SOURCE STATES THAT ELF PROVIDE 
MEDICAL TREATMENT TO WOUNDED ETH SOLDIERS BEFORE RELEASING THEM. 
THIS HAS DEMORALIZED ETH ARMY. THIS REPORT IS CONFIRMED BY OTHER 
SOURCES INCLUDING SUDANESE CONGEN. 

4. MEMBER OF COMMITTEE OF 38 REPORTS THAT ETH GOVT REQUESTED THEIR 
AID IN RESTORATION OF UTILITIES TO ASMARA AND DID NOT MENTION 
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SUBSTANTIVE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. AN ERITREAN DOCTOR REPORTS FIGHTING 
IN AGORDAT IN THE WESTERN LOWLANDS AND THE SAHEL DISTRICT NE OF ASMARA. 

HE ALSO REPORTS A MEASLES EPIDEMIC IN ONE OF THE REFUGEE CAMPS. 

5. FORMER POLICE OFFICER WHO HAS DEFECTED TO ELF TODAY TOLD 
MEMBER CONGEN THAT ELF CASUALTIES TO DATE TOTAL 57 WHILE ARMY 
LOST SOME 5,000 KILLED, WOUNDED, AND MISSING. ABOUT 900 SAID TO 

BE KILLED OR WOUNDED. BALANCE REPRESENTS MISSING, INCLUDING MANY 
DEFECTORS, WITH ERITREAN WIVES AND CHILDREN, WHO HAVE GONE OVER TO 
OTHER SIDE RATHER THAN FIGHT ERITREANS. THIS SOURCE ALSO MENTIONED 
48 HR. CEASEFIRE DECLARED BY ELF TO PERMIT FOODSTUFFS TO ENTER CITY, 
FOLLOWING WHICH AIRPORT AND ETH ARMY PORTION TRACT E WOULD BE HIT. 

2ND DIV CHIEF OF STAFF, INCIDENTALLY, TOLD MAAG ADVISOR TODAY, THAT 
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ARMY HAS NOT DECLARED OR AGREED TO ANY CEASEFIRE. 

6. SAME ELF SOURCE STATED ARMY HAS ONLY 52 HRS OF FUEL LEFT FOR 
VEHICLES AT CURRENT RATE OF USE. ALSO STATED THAT ATTACKS ON SEDAO 
POWER PLANT AND ON TRACTS E & B NECESSARY, AS THEY MUST DESTROY 
FUEL. 

7 CONGEN WILL REPORT FURTHER ON FUEL AND POWER SITUATION. 
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